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The great interest attaching to this case lies, in my opinion, in the 
fact that the animal had suffered from such grave lesions for a 
considerable time without showing evidence of their existence; but 
the case is not without a parallel, as I myself recorded some years ago 
a case in which each lateral ventricle was occupied by a psammo-
matous tumour, of the existence of which no symptoms had been 
shown during the life of the horse. Although the case may be 
unique in many respects, the formation of odontomata in connection 
with the petrous temporal bone is occasionally seen, though not by 
any means so frequently as is a similar formation in connection with 
the molar teeth. An instance of the latter was recorded in the 
Veterinarian by Mr Bays in 1860, and a magnificent specimen of a 
similar kind is preserved in the College Museum. Exploration of the 
cranium (which can always be done with ease by properly constructed 
gouges) is too little practised in doubtful brain lesions. The operation 
is simple in itself, and it might often be performed with beneficial 
results. 
A CASE OF INTERMITTENT MUSCULAR SPASM. 
TETANY? 
By F. T. HARVEY, M.R.C.V.S., St. Columb, Cornwall. 
THE following case is recorded on account of its rarity, and as showing 
the utility of bromide of potassium in overcoming intermittent mus-
cular spasm. Burke has recorded, in the Veterinary Journal, a case 
of " Continuous Tetany" as occurring in a horse. The term Continu-
ous Tetany, however, is a misnomer, as the essence of tetany seems to 
consist in the paroxysms completely intermitting. Pressure or other 
slight irritation, however, quickly reinduces them. Hence the term 
tetallos iltterJllittmt applied to it in F rance, where, according to 
Charlton Bastian, the disease is much more common than in England. 
Patients whose constitutions have been weakened or disturbed are 
specially liable, while exposure to cold seems the most common 
exciting cause. "The condition of tetany seems to consist in the main 
of tot:Jic spasm frequently recurring for brief periods in one or other 
parts of the body, painful in character, and unaccompanied by loss of 
consciousness." 
"The dorsum of the foot is arched, and the heel pulled up, whilst 
the leg and thighs are more or less rigidly extended." 
" If the muscles of the larynx are involved as well as those of the 
chest and abdomen, extreme dyspncea may be induced. After some 
weeks or months the paroxysms usually become less severe, and 
finally cease altogether" (Quain's Dictionary). 
The subject of the present note was a well-bred horse colt, five 
months old. On 9th September last he got hung in a gate, and badly 
injured both his legs near the stifle joints. The extensor pedis of the 
right limb was nearly powerless, the leg going over at fetlock. 
Repair was slow; the left leg from supporting much weight became 
very stiff, the hock being rarely flexed. There was moderately severe 
inflammation of both patellar joints. 
During October curious spasmodic movements were noticed, and 
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after being assisted to rise in the mornings he suffered much pain for 
a short time, and the muscles contracted violently. He was allowed 
to go into a meadow by day, and he had frequent attacks of spasms. 
The stiffness of the hind limbs was at one time attributed to disloca-
tion of the patellar bone. The weather about this time was wet and 
cold, and he continued to grow worse until the 17th of November, 
when he was quite unable to stand for more than a few minutes at a 
time. 
November 2o.-Body fairly well nourished and hair glossy. Appetite 
good. Temp. I02·5. Extremities cold. No spasm of any limb was 
noted if the colt was allowed to remain quiet. Manipulation, however, 
of the body, and especially of the right stifle joint, induced spasm, 
though not severe. Assisted, the colt rose, and his hind legs at once 
became rigid, and the pain acute. The head was depressed and 
carried to the right, the front legs were drawn now one way, then 
another, and the hind ones were thrown back as in kicking, but no 
joints were flexed. The heart beat violently, and the expression was 
anxious. After being twisted in every possible direction for a few 
minutes, he lay down, or rather feH, the muscles relaxed, and he 
shortly became as quiet as before, and fed greedily. During the 
following week he was kept quiet and warm, and received twelve 
ounces of bromide of potassium. 
November 29.-When assisted up the colt stood with ease. No spasm 
noted. Medicine stopped. 
November 30.-N 0 spasm, move legs freely, but seems weak. Appe-
tite good. 
December 5.-The paroxysms have returned but are not nearly so 
severe. Pot. bromide as before. 
December 2 I.-The disease seems to have disappeared. Occasional 
doses of the bromide were still being given, but were now ordered to 
be stopped. A few specimens of Ascaris megalocephala were passed 
at this time, and some turpentine with linseed oil was given. 
The colt had become so troublesome by May that castration was 
decided on, from which operation he experienced no ill effect. 
A CASE OF BLACK-QUARTER (SYMPTOMATIC 
ANTHRAX) IN A COW. 
By JAMES RITCHIE, M.R.C.V.S., Forfar. 
ON 12th April last I was called by Robert Craik, Esq., of Kingston, 
Forfar, to see a cow said to be lame on the right hind leg. On 
arriving at the place, about 9 P.M., I found the animal down, lying on 
her left side, with an emphysematous swelling over the region of the 
right hip, and also slightly emphysematous over the right fore shoulder. 
I had no difficulty in diagnosing it to be a very bad case of black-
quarter, and ordered the slaughter of the animal, as she was to all 
appearance dying. 
The autopsy confirmed the diagnosis. The hind quarter was con-
demned by the meat inspector as unfit for human food; the rest was 
sent to Glasgow, but I understand there was no return for it. On 
